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AFCARS Adoption Error Guide 
# AFCARS Adoption Element Name FSFN Page; Field  
1 State Code N/A 
2 Report Period Ending Date, Year N/A 
3 Record Number N/A 
4 State Agency Involvement in Adoption N/A 
5 Child's Date of Birth Maintain Case Person Management (Childs Record) Basic Tab; Birth Date 
6 Child's Sex Maintain Case Person Management (Childs Record) Basic Tab; Gender 
7 Child's Race Maintain Case Person Management (Childs Record) Basic Tab; Race 
8 Child's Hispanic Origin Maintain Case Person Management (Childs Record) Basic Tab; Ethnicity 
9 State Determined that Child Has Special Needs N/A 

10 Primary Basis for Special Needs Interim Child Information Adoption Factors Tab; Primary Basis for Special 
Needs  
 
Values for the "Primary basis for Special Needs" field: 

• Age of Child 
• Medical Conditions or Mental, Physical or Emotional Disabilities 
• Not Applicable 
• Other Special Needs 
• Race/Ethnicity 
• Sibling Group 

 
(*Note* The reason that is selected should coincide with the selection on the 
child’s person Disability/AFCARS screen.) 

11 Special Needs--Mental Retardation Maintain Case Person Management (Childs Record) Disability/AFCARS 
tab; Mental Retardation  

12 Special Needs--Visually or Hearing Impaired Maintain Case Person Management(Childs Record) Disability/AFCARS 
tab; Visually or Hearing Impaired  

13 Special Needs--Physically Disabled Maintain Case Person Management (Childs Record) Disability/AFCARS 
tab; Physically Disabled 

14 Special Needs--Emotionally Disturbed (DSM III) Maintain Case Person Management Disability/AFCARS tab; Emotionally 
Disturbed 
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# AFCARS Adoption Element Name FSFN Page; Field  
15 Special Needs--Other Medically  

Diagnosed Condition Requiring Special Care 
Maintain Case Person Management(Childs Record) Disability/AFCARS 
tab; Other Medically  
Diagnosed Condition Requiring Special Care 

16 Year of Birth of Birth Mother Maintain Case Person Management (Childs Record) Additional Tab; 
Child’s Mother   
OR 
Maintain Case Person Management (Mothers Record) Basic tab; Birth 
Date 
 
(*Note* This information is pulled from the child’s and the mother’s person 
record.  The mother needs to be linked on the child’s Additional Tab.) 

17 Year of Birth of Birth Father Maintain Case Person Management (Childs Record) Additional Tab; 
Child’s Father   
OR 
Maintain Case Person Management (Fathers Record) Basic tab; Birth Date 
 
(*Note* This information is pulled from the child’s and the father’s person 
record.  The father needs to be linked on the child’s Additional Tab.) 

18 Mother Married at Time of Child's Birth Interim Child Information Adoption Factors Tab; Mother Married at Time of 
Child's Birth 

19 Mother's Termination of Parental Rights  Interim Child Information Legal Tab; Mother TPR Date 
20 Father's Termination of Parental Rights Interim Child Information Legal Tab; Father TPR Date 
21 Date Adoption Legalized, Year N/A 
22 Adoptive Parents Family Structure Person Provider Home tab; Marital Status 

 
*Note* This is the provider record of the provider linked to the adoptive home 
type placement that was end dated at the time of removal discharge with the 
reason of “adoption finalization.”  
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# AFCARS Adoption Element Name FSFN Page; Field  
23 Adoptive Mother Year of Birth Person Provider Home tab; Caregiver 1 or Caregiver 2 

OR 
Maintain Case Person Management Basic Tab; Birth Date 
 
*Note* The adoptive Mother needs to be linked on the Person Provider record 
as either Caregiver 1 or Caregiver 2, once this is determined the DOB is 
pulled from the Person Record. 

24 Adoptive Father Year of Birth Person Provider Home tab; Caregiver 1 or Caregiver 2 
OR 
Maintain Case Person Management Basic Tab; Birth Date 
 
*Note* The adoptive Father needs to be linked on the Person Provider record 
as either Caregiver 1 or Caregiver 2, once this is determined the DOB is 
pulled from the Person Record. 

25 Race of Adoptive Mother  Person Provider Home tab; Caregiver 1 or Caregiver 2 
OR 
Maintain Case Person Management Basic Tab; Race 
 
*Note* The adoptive Mother needs to be linked on the Person Provider record 
as either Caregiver 1 or Caregiver 2, once this is determined the race is pulled 
from the Person Record. 

26 Hispanic Origin of Adoptive Mother Person Provider Home tab; Caregiver 1 or Caregiver 2 
OR 
Maintain Case Person Management Basic Tab; Ethnicity 
 
*Note* The adoptive Mother needs to be linked on the Person Provider record 
as either Caregiver 1 or Caregiver 2, once this is determined the race is pulled 
from the Person Record. 

27 Race of Adoptive Father  Person Provider Home tab; Caregiver 1 or Caregiver 2 
OR 
Maintain Case Person Management Basic Tab; Race 
 
*Note* The adoptive Father needs to be linked on the Person Provider record 
as either Caregiver 1 or Caregiver 2, once this is determined the race is pulled 
from the Person Record. 
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# AFCARS Adoption Element Name FSFN Page; Field  
28 Hispanic Origin of Adoptive Father Person Provider Home tab; Caregiver 1 or Caregiver 2 

OR 
Maintain Case Person Management Basic Tab; Ethnicity 
 
*Note* The adoptive Father needs to be linked on the Person Provider record 
as either Caregiver 1 or Caregiver 2, once this is determined the ethnicity is 
pulled from the Person Record. 

29 Adoptive Parent Relationship--Stepparent Interim Child Information Adoption Factors Tab; Relationship of Adoptive 
Parent to Child 

30 Adoptive Parent Relationship--Other Relative of 
Child by Birth or Marriage 

Interim Child Information Adoption Factors Tab; Relationship of Adoptive 
Parent to Child 

31 Adoptive Parent Relationship--Foster Parent of 
Child 

Interim Child Information Adoption Factors Tab; Relationship of Adoptive 
Parent to Child 

32 Adoptive Parent Relationship--Other Non-
Relative 

Interim Child Information Adoption Factors Tab; Relationship of Adoptive 
Parent to Child 

33 Child Placed From Interim Child Information Adoption Factors Tab; Child Placed From 
34 Child Placed By Interim Child Information Adoption Factors Tab; Child Placed By 
35 Is Child Receiving Monthly Subsidy  N/A 
36 Monthly Amount of Subsidy N/A 
37 Title IV-E--Is Child Receiving Adoption 

Assistance  
N/A 
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Person Management – Basic Tab 
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Person Management - Additional Tab 
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Person Management - Disability/AFCARS Page 
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Interim Child Information – Legal tab 
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Interim Child Information – Adoption Factors Tab 
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Person Provider – Home Tab 
 

 


